Opinion Writing with Reasons USA Grade 3 ELA
CCSSWwW.3.1

Name: Date:

LEARNING TARGET

| can write an opinion supported by organized reasons, evidence, linking words, and a conclusion.

KEY STRATEGY + WORKED EXAMPLE

State a clear claim, give distinct reasons with examples, link ideas, and finish by restating the position.
Claim: Recess should be longer. Reason: Active breaks help students return ready to learn.

A. TRY TOGETHER - USE THE STRATEGY

1. Claim or fact? 'Our class should plant a garden.'
2. Reason or unrelated detail? 'Students could study plant growth.'
3. Choose a linking word: because/banana.

4. What should a conclusion do?

B. CORE PRACTICE - SHOW YOUR WORK

5. Topic: Should students read every day? Write a clear opinion. 6. Give reason 1.

7. Add an example for reason 1. 8. Give reason 2.

9. Add an example for reason 2. 10. Choose a link: furthermore / yesterday.
11. Write a counterpoint someone might raise. 12. Respond respectfully to that counterpoint.

C. INDEPENDENT FLUENCY - CALCULATE AND CHECK

13. Strengthen: Reading is good. 14. Delete the off-topic idea from a reading argument: vocabulary / practice /
soccer cleats.

15. Write a sentence beginning with Because. 16. Write a sentence beginning with For example.
17. Order: conclusion / claim / reasons. 18. Replace 'l think' with a stronger claim stem.
19. Write a transition between two reasons. 20. Draft a concluding sentence.
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D. APPLY THE SKILL

21. Plan a paragraph supporting daily reading: claim, two reasons, evidence.

22. Explain which of your reasons is strongest and why.

23. Write the complete opinion paragraph.

E. REASON, CHECK AND CORRECT

24. Why is repeating the claim not enough evidence?

25. How can a writer disagree without being disrespectful?

EXIT TICKET + CHALLENGE

26. Write one claim, one reason, and one linking word about school gardens.

Challenge: Write a second paragraph that acknowledges and answers an opposing view.

F. STUDENT REVIEW - SHOW WHAT YOU UNDERSTAND

Use your own words so your teacher can see what you understand and what to practise next.
27. Explain one strategy you used today.

28. Check one answer in a different way.

29. Circle one: lunderstand it | | need more practice | I|need help

30. The easiest part was:

31. The most difficult part was:

Why was it difficult?

32. My next practice step is:
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TEACHER COPY - ANSWERS AND SUPPORT

ANSWER KEY

A. 1) claim/opinion. 2) reason. 3) because. 4) Restate the opinion and provide closure. 5-12) Answers vary; reasons and evidence must
support daily reading. 13) Answers vary; make the benefit specific. 14) soccer cleats. 15-16) Answers vary. 17) claim, reasons, conclusion.
18-20) Answers vary.

B. 21-23) Answers vary; require clear claim, two supported reasons, transitions, and conclusion.

C. 24) Repetition gives no proof or example. 25) Acknowledge the other view and answer it with calm, relevant reasons.

D. 26) Answers vary; all three elements required.

Challenge: Answers vary. Check that the student's example follows every condition and that the reasoning is mathematically correct.

F. 27-28) Answers vary. Look for a clear strategy and a valid second check. 29-32) Use the reflection to identify confidence, difficulty and
the next teaching step.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS

Students often list preferences rather than reasons. Ask 'How or why?' and require an example that supports each reason.

TEACHER CHECK
[1 Uses an appropriate Grade 3 ELA strategy.
[1 Shows or explains thinking clearly.
[1 Checks a response using evidence, a rule, or a second method.

[1 Identifies a specific difficulty and useful next practice step.

PARENT / TEACHER TIP

Ask the child to explain how they know, not only state an answer. Have them point to the text evidence or language rule, then revise
one response aloud.

NEXT STEP

Revisit the item the child marked difficult. Model one example, solve one together, then ask the child to complete one independently
and explain the strategy.
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