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Listen for the first sound in a word ACARA v9.0 Target: AC9E1LY09

Name: ______________________________ Date: __________________

Learning Intention
I can hear and identify the beginning sound in simple words.

Mini Lesson
The beginning sound is the first sound you hear in a word. Say the word slowly and
listen carefully: apple starts with /a/.

A. Look, Say, Circle
Say each picture word. Circle the words that begin with the /a/ sound.

A

apple
/a/

A

ant
/a/

B

ball
/b/

sun
/s/

M

map
/m/

fish
/f/

cat
/c/

dog
/d/

B. Try It

Write the beginning sound for each word.

1. sun starts with ____

2. dog starts with ____

3. map starts with ____

4. fish starts with ____
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Student Practice - page 2 ACARA v9.0 Target: AC9E1LY09

Name: ______________________________ Date: __________________

C. Build and Write

Choose two picture words. Write the beginning sound and the word.

1. Sound: ____  Word:

2. Sound: ____  Word:

3. Sound: ____  Word:

D. Challenge

Science detective style: Look around the room. Find three things. Say the beginning
sound to a partner.

I Can Checklist

� I said each word slowly.
� I heard the first sound.
� I matched sounds to letters.

Teacher Feedback

Strength: __________________________

Next step: _________________________

High Five! You're a learning star!
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Answer Key + Teaching Notes ACARA v9.0 Target: AC9E1LY09

Answer Key

• /a/: apple, ant. Beginning sounds: sun - s, dog - d, map - m, fish - f.
• Accept any correctly identified classroom objects for the challenge.

Parent / Teacher Tip
Ask: What sound do you hear first? Stretch the word gently, but keep the focus on hearing
the first sound.

Website Publishing Notes

• Bundle: Year 1 Phonics Starter Pack
• SEO filename:
year1-phonics-beginning-sounds-worksheet-free-printable-aussie-primary-academy.pdf
• SEO value: High - supports Year 1 phonics search demand and parent home-practice needs.
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