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LEARNING INTENTION

I am learning to read a decodable passage using digraphs, vowel teams and compound
words.

READING STRATEGY

Look for vowel teams (ai, ea, oa, oo) and digraphs (sh, ch, th, wh). Chunk longer words into parts
before blending.

READ THE PASSAGE — READ IT 3 TIMES!

The wooden bridge over the creek had a crack.

Sam and his dad noticed it on their morning walk.

"We should report this," said Dad.

They called the council and explained the problem.

A team of workers arrived the next day.

They measured the crack and shook their heads.

"This needs to be replaced," said the foreman.

Three weeks later, a strong new bridge was complete.

VOCABULARY HELPER

crack = a break or split in something noticed = saw or became aware of something

council = a group of people who run a local area

replaced = taken away and substituted with something new

foreman = the person in charge of a group of workers

WARM UP — BEFORE YOU READ

Have you ever noticed something that needed to be fixed? What was it? Write one
sentence:

A — FIND IT IN THE TEXT!

1. Where was the bridge?

2. What did Sam and his dad decide to do?

3. What did the workers say needed to
happen?

4. How long did it take for the new bridge
to be complete?

B — THINK AND INFER!

1. Why was it important to report the
cracked bridge?

2. What does the foreman shaking his head
suggest? Circle one:

He is happy

The problem is serious

He is confused

C — WORD WORK!

Find 3 words ending in '-ed' (past tense) in
the passage:
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Answer Guide  (For Parent / Teacher Use)

Warm Up: Accept any personal response with a complete sentence.

A1. Over the creek. A2. Report it to the council. A3. It needed to be replaced. A4. Three weeks.

B1. Accept: It was dangerous/someone could fall through. B2. The problem is serious.

C Past tense: noticed, called, explained, arrived, measured, shook, replaced — any 3. Council: a

group of people who run a local area.

High Five! You are a Super Reader! ✓
Colour a star each time you read the passage aloud:

★     ★     ★     ★     ★

EXTENSION ACTIVITY

Write a letter to your local council about something in your neighbourhood that needs to be fixed
or improved. Use formal language.

PARENT TIP

Walk around your neighbourhood and look for

things that need fixing or improving. Ask: 'Who

is responsible for fixing this? How could we

report it?'

TEACHER TIP

Connect to HASS — discuss community roles and

civic responsibility. Students write a persuasive

letter requesting a community improvement.

STUDENT REFLECTION

[ ] I can read the passage fluently

[ ] I can identify past tense verbs in the text

[ ] I understand why reporting problems is important
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