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LEARNING INTENTION
I am learning to read a decodable passage using digraphs, vowel teams and compound
words.

READING STRATEGY
Look for vowel teams (ai, ea, oa, 0o) and digraphs (sh, ch, th, wh). Chunk longer words into parts
before blending.

READ THE PASSAGE — READ IT 3 TIMES!

It was a hot, windy day in January.

The sky turned orange and the air smelled of smoke.

Dad heard a warning on the radio.

"We need to leave now," he said calmly.

Mia grabbed her backpack with her important things inside.

The family drove to the evacuation centre in town.

Volunteers gave them food, water and blankets.

Three days later, they returned home. The house was safe.

Mia felt grateful for the firefighters who had protected it.

VOCABULARY HELPER
warning = a message telling people about danger

evacuation = leaving a dangerous place quickly and safely
volunteers = people who help without being paid grateful = feeling thankful

protected = kept safe from harm

WARM UP — BEFORE YOU READ

Have you ever had to leave somewhere quickly because of danger? Or have you heard of a
bushfire? Write one sentence:

A — FIND IT IN THE TEXT! B — THINK AND INFER!
1. What did the sky look like during the 1. Why did Dad speak ‘calmly' even though
warning? it was dangerous?

2. Where did the family go?

2. Why did Mia feel grateful for the
3. What did volunteers give the family? firefighters? Circle the best answer:
(( They gave her food ]

4. Who protected the family's house? (( They saved her home ]

(( They drove her car ]]

C — WORD WORK!

Find 3 adjectives (describing words) in the
passage:

d
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Answer Guide (For Parent / Teacher Use)
Warm Up: Accept any personal connection or prior knowledge response.

Al. It turned orange. A2. The evacuation centre in town. A3. Food, water and blankets. A4. The
firefighters.

B1. Accept: He did not want the family to panic/he wanted to keep everyone safe. B2. They saved
her home.

C Adjectives: hot, windy, orange, important — any 3. Evacuation: leaving a dangerous place
quickly to be safe.

High Five! You are a Super Reader! v
Colour a star each time you read the passage aloud:
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EXTENSION ACTIVITY

Design a bushfire safety plan for your home. Include what to pack, where to go and who to call.
Draw a simple map.

PARENT TIP TEACHER TIP

Discuss bushfire safety with your child. Visit the Connect to HASS and community helpers. Invite
local fire service website together and create a a local firefighter to speak. Students create a
simple family emergency plan. community safety poster or brochure.

STUDENT REFLECTION

[ 11 can read the passage fluently

[ 11 can explain why characters make certain decisions
[ 11 understand the meaning of key vocabulary words
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