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Learning Intention

I can identify and use past and present tense verbs.

Grammar Rule Box

A present tense verb tells what happens now. A past tense verb tells what already
happened. Many past tense verbs end in -ed.

Worked Example

Present: I jump.
Past: I jumped.
Present: She plays.
Past: She played.

A. Warm Up

Start strong! Use the example to help you.

1. Change to past: walk -> ____

2. Change to past: look -> ____

3. Circle present: played / plays

ACARA v9.0 Alignment: AC9E2LA06 - Use verbs to show clear action and add meaning to sentences.
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B. Build Your Skills

Great thinking! Now try these on your own.

1. Change to past tense: We paint a picture.

2. Change to present tense: Tom kicked the ball.

3. Add the correct verb: Yesterday I ____ to school. walk/walked

4. Write one present tense sentence.

C. Grammar Challenge

Write two sentences about the same action: one in present tense and one in past
tense.

I Can Checklist

I can find verbs.

I can use present tense.

I can use past tense.

Teacher Feedback

Strengths: ___________________

Next step: ___________________

Teacher: ____________________
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Answer Key

A. Warm Up: 1) walked. 2) looked. 3) plays.
B. Build Your Skills: 1) We painted a picture. 2) Tom kicks the ball. 3) walked. 4) Answers will
vary.
C. Answers will vary; one sentence should show now and one should show already happened.

Parent/Teacher Tip

Use time words such as today and yesterday to help children choose present or past
tense.

Extension Idea

Write a mini diary with two sentences about yesterday and two sentences about today.


