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Learning Intention

I can solve addition and subtraction word problems and show my strategy.

Strategy Box

Read the story carefully. Circle the numbers. Decide: Am I joining amounts or taking
away? Write a number sentence, then solve.

Worked Example

Grace has 24 shells. Liam gives her 13 more shells. How many shells does Grace
have now?
Number sentence: 24 + 13 = 37

A. Warm Up

Start strong! Read, decide and solve.

1. Ava has 30 stickers. She gets 8 more. Total: ____

2. Ethan has 45 marbles. He gives away 5. Left: ____

3. Zara reads 20 pages, then 12 more. Total: ____
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B. Build Your Skills

Great thinking! Show the number sentence and your strategy.

1. Harper has 26 pencils. Thomas gives her 17 more. How many pencils does
Harper have now?

2. Mia has 72 beads. She uses 24 beads to make a bracelet. How many beads are
left?

3. Noah collects 38 leaves. He finds 21 more. How many leaves does Noah collect
altogether?

C. Maths Challenge

Think like a mathematician. Write your own word problem with an answer of 64. Swap
with a partner and check.

I Can Checklist

I can choose + or -.

I can write a number sentence.

I can explain my strategy.

Teacher Feedback

Strengths: ___________________

Next step: ___________________

Teacher: ____________________
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Answer Key

A. Warm Up: 1) 38. 2) 40. 3) 32.
B. Build Your Skills: 1) 26 + 17 = 43 pencils. 2) 72 - 24 = 48 beads. 3) 38 + 21 = 59 leaves.
C. Maths Challenge: Answers will vary. Example: Zara had 80 cards. She gave away 16. How
many cards are left? 80 - 16 = 64.

Parent/Teacher Tip

Ask children to say the story in their own words before solving. This helps them decide
whether to add or subtract.

Extension Idea

Create two word problems: one solved with addition and one solved with subtraction.
Use numbers less than 100.


