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Learning Intention

I can explain why materials are chosen or combined for a purpose.

Mini Lesson

People choose materials because of their properties. A raincoat needs waterproof material.
A window needs clear material. A lunch box needs material that is strong and easy to clean.

Vocabulary

property purpose waterproof strong

A. Circle or Tick

Circle useful properties for a raincoat:
waterproof soft like jelly strong clear glass
light to wear

B. Match

Match the object to the helpful property:
window -> clear
towel -> absorbent
lunch box -> strong
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C. Sort and Think

Sort into Good Choice or Poor Choice.
paper umbrella in rain, plastic raincoat, glass window, sponge towel, chocolate chair, metal
spoon

D. Draw and Label

Draw one object. Label the material and why it is a good choice.

E. Science Detective

Why would paper be a poor material for a raincoat?

I Can Checklist

I can name properties.

I can match purpose.

I can explain material choice.

Teacher Feedback

Strengths: ___________________

Next step: ___________________

Teacher: ____________________
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Answer Key

A: waterproof, strong, light to wear.
B: window - clear; towel - absorbent; lunch box - strong.
C: Good Choice: plastic raincoat, glass window, sponge towel, metal spoon. Poor Choice: paper
umbrella in rain, chocolate chair.
D/E: Paper is a poor raincoat material because it can get wet, tear and not keep a person dry.

Parent/Teacher Tip

Ask: Why is this object made from this material? What would happen if it were made from
paper?

Extension Idea

Design a simple bag and choose materials for the handles and outside.


