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Addition and Subtraction Strategies
Year 3 Mathematics | Aussie Primary Academy

Name: ________________________________ Date: ____________________

ACARA v9.0: AC9M3N03 - add and subtract two- and three-digit numbers using place
value to partition, rearrange and regroup.
Supporting: AC9M3N02 - recognise and use relationships between addition and
subtraction to solve practical problems.

Learning Intention
I can add and subtract two- and three-digit numbers and show my strategy.
Strategy Box
Partition numbers into hundreds, tens and ones. Regroup when needed. Check
subtraction with the matching addition fact.
Worked Example
346 + 128 = 300 + 100, 40 + 20, 6 + 8. That is 400 + 60 + 14 = 474.

A. Warm Up
1. 46 + 32 = ____
2. 85 - 24 = ____
3. 120 + 50 = ____

B. Build Your Skills
1. Ava has 238 stickers. Liam gives her 126 more. How many
stickers does Ava have now? Number sentence:
______________________________
2. A class collected 452 cans. They recycled 187 cans on Monday.
How many cans are left? Show your working.
_________________________________________________________________
3. Use inverse operations to check: 563 - 248 = ____. Check: ____
+ ____ = ____
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C. Strong Challenge

1. Write your own addition or subtraction word problem with an
answer of 315. Solve and explain. _______________________________
_______________________________________

I Can Checklist
□ I can choose addition or
subtraction.
□ I can show a strategy.
□ I can check my answer.
★ High Five!
You solved problems and checked
your thinking - High Five!

Parent Tip - At Home
Play "receipt detective" with pretend
prices under $500. Ask, "Did our
shopping total go up or down?" Use silly
items like dinosaur socks.
Teacher Tip - In Class
Model one problem using partitioning,
then ask students to solve the same
problem with a second strategy and
compare efficiency.

Teacher Feedback
Strength: ________________________________ Next step: ________________________________
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Addition and Subtraction Strategies
- Answer Key

Year 3 Mathematics | Teacher Notes

Name: ________________________________ Date: ____________________

ACARA v9.0: AC9M3N03 - add and subtract two- and three-digit numbers using place
value to partition, rearrange and regroup.
Supporting: AC9M3N02 - recognise and use relationships between addition and
subtraction to solve practical problems.

Answer Key
Warm Up: 1) 78. 2) 61. 3) 170.
Build: 1) 238 + 126 = 364 stickers. 2) 452 - 187 = 265 cans. 3) 563 - 248
= 315; 248 + 315 = 563.
Strong Challenge: Answers vary. Example: Grace had 500 points and spent
185. 500 - 185 = 315.

Parent/Teacher Extension
Ask students to create two problems with the same answer: one addition and one
subtraction.


