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LEARNING INTENTION

I am learning to use commas correctly to separate clauses, items in lists and

introductory phrases.

KEY IDEA

Use a comma AFTER an introductory clause or phrase (e.g. 'After the storm, we went
outside'). Use commas to SEPARATE items in a list (e.g. apples, oranges, bananas). Use
commas AROUND extra information (e.g. 'My dog, who is 3 years old, loves to swim').

WARM UP — QUICK CHECK!

Add the missing comma: 'After dinner we watched a movie then went to bed.'

A — COMMA AFTER INTRODUCTION

Add the missing comma in each sentence:

1. Although it was late she kept on
reading her book.

2. When the bell rang all the students
lined up quickly.

3. Because she had practised so hard
Maya felt very confident.

C — COMMAS FOR EXTRA INFO

Example: My dog, who is 3 years old,
loves to swim. (Extra info can be
removed.)

Add commas around the extra information
in each sentence:

1. My teacher who has taught for 20 years
is retiring this year.

2. The Eiffel Tower which was built in 1889
stands 330 metres tall.
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B — COMMAS IN LISTS

Add commas to correctly separate the
items in each list:

1. | packed a hat sunscreen a towel a book
and a snack.

2. The garden had roses tulips daisies
lavender and sunflowers.

3. She speaks English French Spanish and
a little Mandarin.

D — EDIT THE PARAGRAPH

Rewrite this paragraph, adding ALL the
missing commas:

'‘Before the race started Maya stretched
her legs checked her shoes and took a
deep breath. Although she was nervous
she felt ready. Her coach who had
trained her all year gave her a thumbs

up.'
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Warm Up: After dinner, we watched a movie then went to bed.

Al: Although it was late, she kept on reading her book.

A2: When the bell rang, all the students lined up quickly.

A3: Because she had practised so hard, Maya felt very confident.
B1l: | packed a hat, sunscreen, a towel, a book and a snack.

B2: The garden had roses, tulips, daisies, lavender and sunflowers.
B3: She speaks English, French, Spanish and a little Mandarin.

C1: My teacher, who has taught for 20 years, is retiring this year.
C2: The Eiffel Tower, which was built in 1889, stands 330 metres tall.

D: Before the race started, Maya stretched her legs, checked her shoes and took a deep
breath. Although she was nervous, she felt ready. Her coach, who had trained her all year,
gave her a thumbs up.

High Five! You are a Language Champion! v
Colour a star for each section you completed successfully:
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EXTENSION / CHALLENGE

Find a paragraph in a non-fiction text with at least 3 commas. Copy it out and write beside
each comma WHY it is there (introductory clause, list, or extra information).

PARENT TIP TEACHER TIP

When writing grocery lists or letters together, Colour-code the 3 comma rules on an anchor
practise adding commas correctly. Read chart. Give students unpunctuated

sentences aloud — natural pauses often paragraphs to edit in pairs, then compare and
indicate where a comma belongs. discuss their reasoning.

STUDENT REFLECTION

[ 11 can use a comma correctly after an introductory clause or phrase
[ 11 can use commas to correctly separate items in a list

[ 11 can use commas to set off extra information in a sentence
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