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Name: Date:

Learning Intention

I can explain how point of view influences my response to events and characters.
Australian Curriculum V9: AC9E5LE03

Key Idea / Strategy

VIEWPOINT -> INFORMATION AVAILABLE -> READER RESPONSE

Worked Example: One Event, Two Views

I pushed open the rehearsal-room door and saw Max holding my guitar. “Put it down!” I shouted. Max froze. / Max
had noticed a loose string and lifted the guitar to stop it falling. Before he could explain, the owner rushed in and
shouted.

• First view: the guitar owner assumes Max has taken it

• Second view: Max is trying to protect the guitar

• Effect: new information changes how we judge Max

• Key idea: viewpoint controls what the reader knows

Guided Check

Why does the reader judge Max differently after the second view?

Support Box

Ask: What does this narrator know? What might be missing?
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The Solo Sheet

Maya’s view: I searched every folder for my solo music. Across the room, Finn quickly closed his notebook. He would
not meet my eyes. I knew he had hidden my sheet. Finn’s view: I saw Maya’s solo sheet sliding under the piano. I
copied the opening notes into my notebook so I could help her remember them. When Maya looked over, I closed it
because I wanted the help to be a surprise.

1. What does Maya believe about Finn? Quote or paraphrase a clue.

2. What does Finn know that Maya does not?

3. How does Finn’s viewpoint change your response to his actions?

4. Which viewpoint creates more tension? Explain why.

I Can

[  ] identify the story focus

[  ] support an idea with evidence

Parent Tip

Retell a small disagreement from both people’s viewpoints. Ask:
What did each person know, think and feel?
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Suggested Answers

1. She believes Finn hid the sheet; he closes his notebook and avoids eye contact.

2. The sheet slid under the piano; he copied notes to help her.

3. He seems helpful rather than dishonest/suspicious.

4. Answers vary; Maya’s limited knowledge commonly creates more tension.

Teacher Tip

Separate evidence from assumption. Use a two-column chart: What the narrator knows / What the reader later learns.

Curriculum Note

Main alignment: AC9E5LE03 - recognise that point of view influences how readers interpret and respond to events and characters.


