
Spelling — Commonly Confused Words Year 5 · affect/effect, than/then

ACARA V9.0 — AC9E5LY08, AC9E5LY09 (Phonic, morphemic and vocabulary knowledge: word origins and spelling generalisations)

Learning Intention: Students will identify, spell, and use words featuring affect/effect, than/then, and apply a strategy for remembering
tricky spellings.

🔎 Pattern Focus

These word pairs are often confused because they sound similar or have related meanings. Learning the difference —

and a quick memory trick for each — helps you use the correct one when writing.

📝 This Week's Words (12)

affect effect accept except

than then advice advise

loose lose quiet quite

✏️ Write Each Word

affect effect

accept except

than then

advice advise

loose lose

quiet quite

🗂️ Match the Homophone Pairs
Word bank: accept, advice, advise, affect, effect, except, loose, lose,
quiet, quite, than, then
Word A

Word B (often confused with)

🔍 Find & Fix
Circle the misspelled word, then write it correctly:

The weather will ___ our plans (affect/effect). →

___________

The ___ was surprising (affect/effect). → ___________

I ___ your apology (accept/except). → ___________

Everyone came ___ him (accept/except). →

___________

This is better ___ that (than/then). → ___________

First we ate, ___ we left (than/then). → ___________ 
🎧 Dictation Sentences (read aloud, student writes)

1. The rain will affect the effect of the paint. 2. I accept everyone except him. 3. This is better than that, then we go. 4.

Take my advice and advise your friend. 5. Do not lose the loose button.

🔍 Proofread the Paragraph
Find and circle 3 spelling mistakes, then write the paragraph correctly on the lines below:

The weather will affekt the efect of the paint. I exept your apology.
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Extension & Assessment Year 5 · affect/effect, than/then

⭐ Extension — Write Your Own

Pick 3 words from this set and write your own sentences:

🧩 Complete the Sentence
Word bank: affect, effect, accept, than, advice

1. Cold weather can  your health.

2. The medicine had no .

3. I will  your help.

4. Winter is colder  summer.

5. My mum gave good .

✅ Assessment — Spelling Test

Say each word, have the student write it, then check together:

affect effect accept except than then

Bonus Sentence: I accept your advice, then I won't lose or affect the outcome.

Score: / 6

Next Steps: ☐ Ready for next pattern   ☐ Needs more practice with this pattern   ☐ Revisit in 2 weeks

🔎 Word Search

N L T E X C E P T X

C E O C O T K G A F

H P H S E Z H F K A

C Q A T E F F A C U

A U X S Z E F C N E

D I R W C E E E C E

V E D T S P G I T M

I T Z O T A V I O B

S F O C Z D U I U B

E L L X A Q E U Q T

Find all 12 words in the grid:

affect effect accept except than

then advice advise loose lose quiet

quite

Parent/Teacher Tip: Teach the memory trick: affect is usually a verb (to affect something), effect is usually a noun (the effect of something)
— it resolves most mix-ups instantly.
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🔑 Answer Key Year 5 · affect/effect, than/then

For teachers and parents: use this page to check student responses across both worksheet pages.

🗂️ Sort the Words

Word A: affect, accept, than, advice, loose, quiet

Word B (often confused with): effect, except, then,

advise, lose, quite

🔍 Find & Fix

The weather will ___ our plans (affect/effect). →

affect   The ___ was surprising (affect/effect). →

effect   I ___ your apology (accept/except). → accept  

Everyone came ___ him (accept/except). → except  

This is better ___ that (than/then). → than   First we

ate, ___ we left (than/then). → then
🧩 Complete the Sentence

1. affect   2. effect   3. accept   4. than   5. advice

✅ Spelling Test Words

affect, effect, accept, except, than, then

Bonus: I accept your advice, then I won't lose or affect

the outcome.

🔍 Proofread the Paragraph — Corrected Version

The weather will affect the effect of the paint. I accept your apology.

🎧 Dictation Sentences — Reference Spelling

1. The rain will affect the effect of the paint.

2. I accept everyone except him.

3. This is better than that, then we go.

4. Take my advice and advise your friend.

5. Do not lose the loose button.

🔎 Word Search — All 12 Words

affect, effect, accept, except, than, then, advice, advise, loose, lose, quiet, quite — placed horizontally, vertically, and

diagonally throughout the grid.
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