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LEARNING INTENTION
I am learning to use knowledge of Latin and Greek root words to decode, spell and

understand the meaning of complex vocabulary.
KEY IDEA
Many advanced English words come from Latin and Greek roots. Knowing roots like 'spect’ (to

look), 'dict' (to say), '‘port' (to carry), 'scrib/script' (to write) and 'aud’ (to hear) helps unlock
the meaning of hundreds of related words across all subject areas.

WARM UP — QUICK CHECK!
The root 'spect' means 'to look'. Use it to explain the meaning of each word:

inspect = spectacular =

spectator = retrospect =

A — MATCH ROOT TO MEANING ﬁ?ﬁ#&ﬁ%ﬁfw&‘éa”vh complete

Draw a line to match each root to its SaCh v\mrd and write its meaning:
meaning: ac 2 €=

port (Latin) to carry

. . 3. sup =
dict (Latin) to say or speak —
. . P 4. predict =
scrib/script to write Usmgqé?ct' (to say), explain each word:
aud (Latin) to hear
5. contradict =
graph (Greek) to write or draw

C — ROOT WORD INVESTIGATION D — CROSS-CURRICULUM ROOTS

Many science and maths words use Greek/
Latin roots. Explain the meaning of each
word using the roots provided:

The root 'scrib/script' means 'to write'. List
4 words using this root and explain how
each connects to the idea of writing:

1. 'biology' — bio (life) + logy (study of) =

2. 'thermometer' — thermo (heat) + meter
(measure) =

3. 'photosynthesis' — photo (light) + syn
(together) + thesis (putting) =
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Answer Guide (For Parent / Teacher Use)

Warm Up: inspect = to look closely into something. spectacular = worth looking at,
impressive. spectator = a person who watches/looks. retrospect = looking back on the past.

A: port=carry, dict=say/speak, scrib/script=write, aud=hear, graph=write/draw.
B1l: transport = to carry across.

B2: portable = able to be carried.

B3: support = to carry/hold up from below.

B4: predict = to say beforehand what will happen.

B5: contradict = to say the opposite/against.

C: Accept any 4 e.g. scribble (to write quickly), describe (to write/tell about), manuscript
(hand-written), prescription (written instructions), subscribe (to write one's name to
support).

D1: biology = the study of life.
D2: thermometer = an instrument that measures heat.

D3: photosynthesis = the process of putting together (making food) using light.

High Five! You are a Language Champion! v
Colour a star for each section you completed successfully:
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EXTENSION / CHALLENGE

Investigate the roots 'graph’ (write/draw), '‘phon’ (sound), 'chron’ (time) and ‘geo’ (earth).
Find 3 English words for each root and explain how the root's meaning connects to each
word.

PARENT TIP TEACHER TIP

When you encounter an unfamiliar long word Create a Latin/Greek root word investigation
together, break it apart: 'What root do you centre. Students research one root per week
recognise? What might that part mean?' This and build a class root word dictionary using
builds vocabulary independence that transfers examples from different subject areas.

across all subjects.

STUDENT REFLECTION

[ 11 can identify common Latin and Greek roots and their meanings

[ 11 can use root word knowledge to work out meanings of unfamiliar words
[ 11 can find multiple related words that share the same root
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