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Name: ______________________________ Date: ______________

LEARNING INTENTION distinguish objective and subjective language and explain how bias positions an audience

KEY IDEA Objective language presents verifiable information in a measured way. Subjective language
communicates judgement or feeling. Bias occurs when selection, omission or loaded wording favours a
viewpoint.

WORKED MODEL Objective: The proposal costs $8,400. Subjective: The reckless proposal wastes an outrageous $8,400.
The second sentence uses loaded adjectives to position readers against it.

SUCCESS CRITERIA - I CAN

[ ] classify language [ ] locate bias [ ] rewrite and explain audience effect

A. NOTICE AND IDENTIFY

1. Label objective or subjective: (a) The survey included 260 responses. (b) The brilliant plan will transform our dull
playground.

2. Underline loaded words: Only a careless council would ignore this disgraceful mess.

3. Identify one fact and one opinion: The path is 900 metres long, so it is far too exhausting for families.

B. APPLY AND EXPLAIN

4. Rewrite objectively: The greedy company grabbed an enormous profit.

5. Add clearly subjective language to: The team won by three points. Then explain the attitude created.

6. A report quotes supporters but no opponents. Explain how selection can create bias even when each quotation is
accurate.

C. INDEPENDENT FLUENCY - CHECK AND CREATE

7. Write a neutral headline and a biased headline about the same school-policy change.

8. Use the checklist: evidence, source, loaded words, omitted view. Evaluate one of your headlines and revise it.
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D. APPLY THE SKILL IN CONTEXT

9. Compare: 'New rule protects learners' and 'New rule restricts students.' Analyse connotation, viewpoint and likely
audience response.

10. Rewrite both headlines as one balanced opening sentence that separates fact from interpretation.

11. Draft two survey questions about homework: one neutral and one leading. Explain why the second may distort
responses.

E. REASON, EVALUATE AND TRANSFER

12. A post claims, 'Everyone knows the new crossing is a complete disaster.' Identify three warning signs, then write
what evidence is needed.

13. Create a four-sentence mini report: two verifiable facts, one attributed opinion and one balanced conclusion. Label
each part.

F. STUDENT REVIEW - PROVE YOUR UNDERSTANDING

[ ] I can identify objective and subjective language and explain bias.

Circle one: independently | with one reminder | with support

Evidence from my work that proves I understand: __________________________________________

The most difficult decision was __________________ because _______________________________

One correction or improvement I made: _________________________________________________

My next practice step: ______________________________________________________________
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Accept equivalent responses when the student applies the targeted skill accurately and justifies the choice.

COMPLETE ANSWER KEY

1. objective; subjective.

2. only, careless, ignore, disgraceful, mess.

3. Fact: 900 metres long. Opinion: far too exhausting.

4. Example: The company reported a profit of $2.4 million. A figure/source is needed for a fully objective statement.

5. Example: The determined team earned a thrilling three-point victory. The wording creates admiration/excitement.

6. The text omits a relevant viewpoint and gives unequal representation, positioning readers through selection.

7-8. Neutral headline should avoid loaded judgement; revision must address evidence and balance.

9. 'Protects' frames benefit; 'restricts' frames loss of freedom. Each primes a different response.

10. Example: The school introduced a rule that limits device use during lessons, describing it as support for learning.

11. Neutral: How many nights... ? Leading: Don't you agree...? Leading wording pressures agreement.

12. Absolute generalisation, appeal to common belief and loaded phrase; require data, source, criteria and alternative views.

13. Check verifiability, attribution and a conclusion that does not overstate evidence.

TEACHER CHECK AND NEXT STEP

[ ] Separates verifiable information from judgement.

[ ] Explains bias through wording, selection or omission.

Next step: compare two accounts of one event and trace evidence to sources.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION / WATCH OUT

A text is not automatically unbiased because it contains facts; facts can be selectively chosen.

Subjective language is not always wrong. It must be recognised and evaluated for purpose.

EXTENSION AND RE-TEACH

Re-teach: model one item aloud, complete one together, then ask the student to explain an independent correction.

Extension: transfer the skill to a short authentic text and justify two deliberate language choices with quoted evidence.


