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Sound and Imagery in Poetry YEAR 6 ENGLISH | AC9E6LE04

Aussie Primary Academy | Australian Curriculum v9.0 | Learn, Analyse and Practise

Name: ______________________________ Date: ______________

LEARNING INTENTION explain how poets use sound and imagery to create meaning and effect

KEY IDEA Rhyme, rhythm, alliteration, assonance, consonance and onomatopoeia shape pace and emphasis.
Sensory and figurative imagery helps readers see, hear and feel an idea.

WORKED MODEL 'Rain rattled rapidly on rusted roofs.' Repeated r sounds and auditory imagery imitate hard rain and create
urgent rhythm.

SUCCESS CRITERIA - I CAN

[ ] identify sound pattern [ ] locate sensory imagery [ ] explain effect [ ] craft purposeful lines

A. NOTICE AND IDENTIFY

1. Identify alliteration, onomatopoeia or rhyme: clang/crash; bright night; silver snakes slid.

2. Label the sense: smoke scratched the throat; amber light pooled; distant engines groaned.

3. Mark stressed beats as you read: The dark tide drums against the stone.

B. APPLY AND EXPLAIN

4. Explain how repeated s sounds might suit a quiet or secretive scene.

5. Replace a predictable rhyme with imagery that strengthens meaning.

6. Compare 'rain fell' with 'rain stitched silver lines across the glass'.

C. INDEPENDENT FLUENCY - CHECK AND CREATE

7. Write four lines using one sound pattern and two senses. Underline evidence.

8. Read aloud and revise one word to improve rhythm without weakening meaning.
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Aussie Primary Academy | Australian Curriculum v9.0 | Independent Application and Self-Review

Name: ______________________________ Date: ______________

D. APPLY THE SKILL IN CONTEXT

9. Poem extract: 'Low thunder rolls / over iron hills; / one white branch of lightning / splits the waiting dark.' Identify sound
and imagery choices.

10. Explain how line breaks, sound and image build anticipation.

11. Rewrite the extract for a peaceful mood while keeping the landscape.

E. REASON, EVALUATE AND TRANSFER

12. Compare two versions of a river poem: one uses regular rhyme; one uses free verse and repeated consonants.
Evaluate effect, not preference.

13. Compose a six-line poem in which sound supports the subject. Add a three-sentence commentary using evidence.

F. STUDENT REVIEW - PROVE YOUR UNDERSTANDING

[ ] I can explain how sound and imagery work together in poetry.

Circle one: independently | with one reminder | with support

Evidence from my work that proves I understand: __________________________________________

The most difficult decision was __________________ because _______________________________

One correction or improvement I made: _________________________________________________

My next practice step: ______________________________________________________________
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Accept equivalent responses when the student applies the targeted skill accurately and justifies the choice.

COMPLETE ANSWER KEY

1. onomatopoeia; rhyme; alliteration.

2. tactile; visual; auditory.

3. Accept a plausible oral pattern; emphasis commonly falls on dark/tide/drums/stone.

4. Soft repeated s can imitate whispering, breath or smooth movement.

5. Answers vary; image should serve meaning rather than rhyme alone.

6. Second line creates visual movement, colour and texture through metaphor/personification.

7-8. Check purposeful sound, two clear senses and revision justified by oral effect.

9. Long o sounds/rolls slow the opening; iron is hard visual/tactile imagery; lightning is metaphorically a white branch; splits is
forceful.

10. Short lines delay completion and foreground the sudden lightning image.

11. Accept changed sound/image choices producing calm.

12-13. Explanation must cite sound structure and imagery and connect them to pace, mood or emphasis.

TEACHER CHECK AND NEXT STEP

[ ] Identifies the target feature accurately and cites evidence.

[ ] Applies the feature independently and explains its effect.

Next step: model one difficult item, complete one together, then repeat independently in a new context.

COMMON MISCONCEPTION / WATCH OUT

Do not stop at naming alliteration or rhyme; explain how the sound supports meaning.

A poem does not need rhyme. Evaluate whether sound and structure suit its purpose.

EXTENSION AND RE-TEACH

Re-teach: model one item aloud, complete one together, then ask the student to explain an independent correction.

Extension: transfer the skill to a short authentic text and justify two deliberate language choices with quoted evidence.


